[Acute mesenteric ischemia: Value of cross-sectional imaging].
Acute mesenteric ischemia (AMI) is a life-threatening emergency with prognosis directly correlated with the delay in diagnosis and treatment. Clinical and laboratory findings are nonspecific and it is imperative to look for findings of AMI on CT and ultrasound examinations performed in patients with acute abdomen. Arterial and venous ischemia are different entities with different clinical and imaging features, treatment and prognosis. The main causes of AMI are arterial thromboembolic disease and low-flow state. Venous ischemia is less frequent. Due to its high reported sensitivity (90%), CT should be performed as a firstline imaging modality when AMI is suspected. CT and ultrasound imaging features of AMI include: bowel wall thickness and enhancement abnormalities, pneumatosis, portal venous gas, demonstration of intravascular thrombus, bowel dilatation and ascitis.